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INTRODUCTION
Jessi: Hi, everyone C AICBE1E ! (Kon'nichi wa!) I'm Jessi.
Naomi: CAICBEIE ! (Kon'nichi wa!) And I'm Naomi.

Jessi: Welcome to Absolute Beginner Season 1, Lesson 1 - Say Hello in Japanese No Matter the Time of
Day. Our first lesson of Absolute Beginner.

Naomi: A brand new series!

Jessi: That's right. This is a brand new series at JapanesePod101..com. As you may have guessed, this
series is designed for absolute beginners to Japanese. And some people might be thinking, well, how is it
different from the newbie series? Well, this Absolute Beginner series is recommended for those who aren't
interested in studying grammar and learning the meaning behind every particle and piece of the
sentence. Instead, you'll learn Japanese through easy to use sentence patterns and expressions.

Naomi: Right. We aim to make Japanese simple and fun.

Jessi: Exactly.

Naomi: The first 5 lessons are called the Introduction Lessons.

Jessi: Yes. These first 5 lessons will teach you the very basics of Japanese, the essentials.
Naomi: You can't speak Japanese without knowing these.

Jessi: Definitely. After the introduction lessons, you'll follow the story of Taylor Allen, an American who is
hosting some Japanese family members at his home.

Naomi: Please stay tuned. You won't want to miss it!

Jessi: For now, let's get started with Introduction Lesson 1! Naomi, what are we going to learn in this
lesson?

Naomi: Well, did you catch the phrase we said in the beginning?
Jessi: Ah, C AIC B IE, which means hello, right?
Naomi: Yes. We'll learn this and many other basic greetings in Japanese.

Jessi: Sounds good. Oh, but before we get into anything, there's something important | want to mention
about Japanese.

Naomi: Oh, what's that?

Jessi: The fact that there are different politeness levels. At the beginning stages, we divide them into
groups - formal speech and informal speech.

Naomi: Good point! In Japanese, the level of speech you use depends on who you're talking to.



Jessi: Exactly. For example, if you are talking to a stranger, someone older than you or someone you don't
know very well, even if they're a family member, you will use formal speech.

Naomi: If you are talking to close friends or family, you will use informal speech.
Jessi: Right, and in this series...
Naomi: We will use mostly formal speech.

Jessi: Yes, and you may wonder why that is. Here is why. If you use formal speech, you're safe in pretty
much any situation. Even if the situation calls for informal speech. you're not going to offend anyone. On
the other hand, if you use informal speech in a situation where you should be using formal speech, you
could come off as rude.

Naomi: Right, sticking with formal speech at first is safe!

Jessi: Yes, but we will introduce you to informal words and phrases throughout the series as well. Okay, so
let's get started! Please listen closely to the following phrases.

LESSON CONVERSATION

Male: &1d & 5, (Ohayo.)

Female: B1d& 5 T3 LW £ T, (Ohayo gozaimasu.)
Male: CAIZBIF. (Kon'nichiwa.)

Female: CAIZEIE, (Kon'nichiwa.)

Male: CAIXAIE ! (Konban wa!)

Female: CAIXA I, (Konban wa.)

English Host: Now, let's listen to it with the translation.
Jessi[in the morning]

Male: &3 & 5, (Ohayo.)

Jessi: Morning!

Female: 13L& 5 TFWVWE T, (Ohayo gozaimasu.)
Jessi: Good morning.

Jessi[during the day]

Male:C AICB &, (Kon'nichiwa.)

Jessi: Hello!

Female: CAIZB I, (Kon'nichiwa.)



Jessi: Hello.

Jessi[at night]

Male: CAIXAIE ! (Konban wa!)
Jessi: Good evening!

Female: CAIEAlE. (Konban wa.)

Jessi: Good evening.

LESSON FOCUS

Jessi: Okay, so we just heard three sets of phrases.

Naomi: Yes, phrases to use in the morning, during the daytime, and at night.

Jessi: These are phrases you use when you first see someone that day. So basically, they're greetings.
Naomi: Right.

Jessi: We aren't going to go in order from morning to night though. We're going to start with the one that
you probably already know. Naomi, which one is that?

Naomi: CAIZHBIE ! (Kon'nichi wa!)

Jessi: CAICBEIE ! (Kon'nichi wa!)Now, this word is well-known even among people who don't speak
Japanese, but those people may not know the correct pronunciation! Can we hear it again, Naomi?
Listen carefully.

Naomi: C AICBIE (Kon'nichi wa)

Jessi: CAICBIE (Kon'nichi wa). You hold the "n" sound for a little bit, don't you?
Naomi: That'sright. Z TAJ IZ51& (KoN'nichi wa).

Jessi: Listeners, now you try it! Repeat after Naomi.

Naomi: CAICBIE ! (Kon'nichi wal)

Jessi: Great! Now, we can use this word anytime, right?

Naomi: Yes! This is your basic, standard greeting in Japanese. But, there are even better expressions to
use in the morning and evening.

Jessi: Yes! Let's hear them again. What do we say in the morning?
Naomi: Bk 5 TFWLWE T ! (Ohayo gozaimasu!)
Jessi: Bl LS5 TV E Y, (Ohayd gozaimasu.)

Naomi: This means "good morning!"



Jessi: Good morning! H13& 5 T WVWE 7 ! (Ohayo gozaimasu!)
Naomi: H1F& S5 IV EJ ! (Ohayd gozaimasu!)

Jessi: Now it's the listeners turn! Repeat after Naomi.

Naomi: 13L& 5 T WV%J, (Ohayd gozaimasu.)

Naomi: Great job!

Jessi: Naomi, | have a question! In the beginning of the lesson, the first person said just &3 & 5, and the
second person said Hl3 &5 TV T, (Ohayo gozaimasu.) The first one is shorter, but why is that?

Naomi: Good question! Remember how we talked about the two types of speech?
Jessi: Ah, yes! Formal speech and informal speech?

Naomi: Yes! The longer version, &id & 5 ZF LV & 9 (0Ohayo gozaimasu), is formal speech. If you take off
the last part, &L\ & 9 (gozaimasu), you end up with &1 & 5 (Ohayo). This is informal speech.

Jessi: Ah, so with close friends and family members, we can just say &id & 5 ! (Ohayo!)
Naomi: Exactly. With all other people, you should use i3 &5 ZTT W% 9, (Ohayd gozaimasu.)

Jessi: Ah, that's good to know! So, let's show an example of how both are used. Let's say Naomi is my
boss, and I'm her subordinate. When we meet each other at work first thing in the morning, we might say
something like this.

Naomi: &1& & 5 ! (Ohayo!)

Jessi: B LS5 TV E T ! (Ohayo gozaimasu!)

Naomi: Just like that.

Jessi: Okay, and now we have one more phrase to go over - the one we use in the evening. Which is...?
Naomi: CAlFAIE ! (Konban wa!)

Jessi:C AIEAIE ! (Konban wa!)

Naomi: This means "good evening".

Jessi: When do you start to use this?

Naomi: Hmm, I'd say when it starts to get dark.

Jessi: Ah. So then you can switch from C A IC5 & (Kon'nichi wa) to Z AlE A lE (Konban wa).
Naomi: That's right. C AlF Al (Konban wa).

Jessi: CAIF AT (Konban wa). Now it's the listener's turn! Please repeat after Naomi.

Naomi: CAlFAIE ! (Konban wa!)



Jessi: Great! Now we've gone over all three phrases. Let's review them all again.
What do we say in the morning?

Naomi: Bk 5 TFWVWEF, (Ohayd gozaimasu.)

Jessi: During the daytime?

Naomi: CAICBIF. (Kon'nichiwa.)

Jessi: And how about in the evening?

Naomi: C AlFAld. (Konban wa.)

Jessi: Excellent! Now it's time for you to respond to Naomi. Kind of like a mini roleplay. Imagine Naomi
walking up to you and saying the following phrases. How would you respond? Here we go.

Naomi: H1F& 5 T WVF J, (Ohayd gozaimasu.)
Jessi: The next one is:

Naomi: CAICHEIE. (Kon'nichiwa.)

Jessi: And the last one:

Naomi: CAlXA . (Konban wa.)

Jessi: Great! Awesome work, you guys! If you said the exact same thing back to Naomi, you're all set.
You're now armed with 3 essential greetings in Japanese.

Naomi: You've taken a big first step! See you then!

Jessi: Until next time.

LESSON CONVERSATION

Male: Hld & 5. (Ohayo.)

Female: 13L& 5 TFWVWE T, (Ohayo gozaimasu.)
Male: CAICB L. (Kon'nichiwa.)

Female: CAICH5Id. (Kon'nichiwa.)

Male: CAIXAIE ! (Konban wa!)

Female: CAIEAlE. (Konban wa.)



